THE BACKGROUND IN RUSSIA
the progress of capitalism is towards greater and
greater concentration of capital into the hands of a few
giant monopolistic concerns, the "small man" of the
earlier period of competition being gradually driven
out as, after each successive depression, financial
rationalisation amalgamates multitudes of enterprises
into giant combines. It is only when this process has
been carried to a certain stage, when very many small
proprietors have been reduced to the ranks of the
wage-and salary-workers, that the moment either of
violent or non-violent revolution arrives. Capitalism,
as it were, by elevating itself to a vast scale of con-
centration, prepares itself for expropriation by the
people for whose benefit it is supposed to exist. In
other words, capitalism prepares its own negation.
There is no doubt that this development had proceeded
much further in Russia than elsewhere, in spite of the
small amount, per sey of capitalism that existed in the
country. The vast scale upon which the Petrograd and
Moscow and Voronez and Kharkov workers were
employed enabled them to combine into extremely
effective trade unions, whose strike activity since 1905
had assumed alarming proportions.
In the Toynbee sense (although Professor Toynbee
himself does not apply his own theory to this subject),
the Russian peasantry of the countryside had also
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